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Common Code Defects

Electrical

Code Defects
Closet Fixture Clearance

Code Description

410.8 Luminaires (Fixtures) in Clothes Closets.

(A) Definition.

Storage Space. The volume bounded by the sides and back closet walls and
planes extending from the closet floor vertically to a height of 1.8 m (6 ft) or the
highest clothes-hanging rod and parallel to the walls at a horizontal distance of
600 mm (24 in.) from the sides and back of the closet walls, respectively, and
continuing vertically to the closet ceiling parallel to the walls at a horizontal
distance of 300 mm (12 in.) or the width of the shelf, whichever is greater; for a
closet that permits access to both sides of a hanging rod, this space includes the
volume below the highest rod extending 300 mm (12 in.) on either side of the rod
on a plane horizontal to the floor extending the entire length of the rod.

FPN: See Figure 410.8.

Figure 410.8 Closet storage space.
(B) Luminaire (Fixture) Types Permitted. Listed luminaires (fixtures) of the
following types shall be permitted to be installed in a closet:

(1) A surface-mounted or recessed incandescent luminaire (fixture) with a
completely enclosed lamp

(2) A surface-mounted or recessed fluorescent luminaire (fixture)

(C) Luminaire (Fixture) Types Not Permitted. Incandescent luminaires
(fixtures) with open or partially enclosed lamps and pendant luminaires (fixtures)
or lampholders shall not be permitted.

(D) Location. Luminaires (fixtures) in clothes closets shall be permitted to be
installed as follows:

(1) Surface-mounted incandescent luminaires (fixtures) installed on the
wall above the door or on the ceiling, provided there is a minimum
clearance of 300 mm (12 in.) between the luminaire (fixture) and the
nearest point of a storage space
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(2) Surface-mounted fluorescent luminaires (fixtures) installed on the wall
above the door or on the ceiling, provided there is a minimum clearance of
150 mm (6 in.) between the luminaire (fixture) and the nearest point of a
storage space

(3) Recessed incandescent luminaires (fixtures) with a completely
enclosed lamp installed in the wall or the ceiling, provided there is a
minimum clearance of 150 mm (6 in.) between the luminaire (fixture) and
the nearest point of a storage space

(4) Recessed fluorescent luminaires (fixtures) installed in the wall or the
ceiling, provided there is a minimum clearance of 150 mm (6 in.) between
the luminaire (fixture) and the nearest point of a storage space

Disclaimer: There may be other ways to comply with the Code. If so,
you are not required to use this method to comply with the Code. You
may want to investigate other options, or consult with a design
professional identifying an equally code compliant solution.

End Notes

National Electrical Code
National Electrical Code Committee and National Fire Protection Association Inc.
Anaheim, CA August 2, 2001



	Electrical
	Code Defects
	
	
	
	
	Closet Fixture Clearance




	Code Description
	
	
	
	End Notes
	National Electrical Code Committee and National Fire Protection Association Inc.

	Anaheim, CA August 2, 2001






